
The Questions for Life Series

Ihad just finished speaking at the White House and was

eating lunch at Union Station with a young political con-

sultant. We were halfway through our meal when I asked her,

“What’s life like for a Postmodern inside the Beltway? You

know, what kinds of questions do they ask?”

“They ask questions about the suffering and wrong in the

world,” she said, “about the church, and about who Jesus

really is. You know, the questions that never fade.”

Questions that never fade

Her label for those questions rose up inside of me, and

this series of books flowed from that conversation.

Postmoderns come wired with the need to answer the ques-

tions you’ll find in these pages.

Most Postmoderns have rejected the pat answers offered

by today’s spiritual leaders because they have found them to

be inadequate for the daily life they face. They have seen oth-

ers who accepted the ready-made answers but who still strug-

gle making life work. They have no desire to repeat such mis-

takes. Instead, they challenge the real-life validity of the

quick and easy answers.

The questions remain, but some of the questioners let

their need for adequate answers diminish into the back-

ground. They give way to an apathy that says, “I’ve got more

important things to do in my life than pursuing life’s big
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questions.” For others, finding resolution remains a priority.

Yet even for them, life can become a never-ending “round

robin” of seeking solutions through new experiences. 

Regardless of where you are at the moment, realize that

the questions for life never truly fade away. They keep com-

ing back, especially amidst your most trying times. They will

keep knocking at your heart’s door until you turn and

acknowledge their crucial role in finding the life of your

dreams. Until you take hold of real explanations, you’ll

remain constantly searching for the answers that never fail.

Answers that never fail

Spoken or unspoken, identified or unidentified, real

answers are priceless. Until we find them, we’re haunted by a

lack of resolution in life. This unsettled life suffers constant

turmoil and never-ending trouble. We look for direction that

seems non-existent, and this makes many of our decisions

hard to live with. What price would we pay for a better way? 

It’s possible to spend a lifetime searching and never find-

ing. Therefore, some would say that the reward comes not in

the security of reaching the goal, but in the striving to obtain

it. To these people I say: Why waste your life looking when

you could be living?

The Creator of the universe holds the indelible answers

we seek. They are not hidden, but they have often been

obscured. They are veiled by some who place a higher value

on knowing the answers than upon allowing the answers to

change their lives. We need to push through and ask: What

is the actual value of discovering answers that never fail?
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We’ll find the value shining through in what the answers pro-

duce in our lives. When we discover these answers, our lives

change in four supernatural ways. Finding them . . . 

Builds our outlook. It’s impossible to live a satisfying life

without faith, meaning, and purpose. That’s why each of us

will place our faith in something or someone that is our pri-

mary value. We believe this person or thing will bring mean-

ing and purpose to our life. 

Without purpose, we’d have no reason to exist. So even

the most cynical and withdrawn person seeks meaning in

life. It may reside in something as mundane as keeping a pet

iguana fat and happy. Or it could be that they find meaning

in something as twisted as making records and abusing

young boys. 

But life without an ultimate meaning and purpose

becomes fragmented and chaotic. We roam from place to

place, relationship to relationship, experience to experience,

hoping to find something worth living for that endures. The

iguana won’t live forever. We also quickly discover that peo-

ple fail us, that work is never-ending, that merely accumulat-

ing sensory experiences leads us down a continually darken-

ing pathway.

There is no sense to life without meaning and purpose.

There is no meaning and purpose without faith. And there is

no faith until we answer the questions that never fade.

Brings ownership. Discovering answers to the questions

for life transforms us from merely being alive to actually hav-

ing a life to live. We’ve all seen people who seem to just take
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up space in the world. They live for no apparent purpose. The

things they do carry no meaning and make no appreciable

impact on the people around them. They are alive, but they

do not own a life.

The questions for life can’t be glibly answered, nor should

they be made impotent through intellect. They must be

answered in our

hearts; they must

settle down into the

very center of our

person. Ownership

of life begins when

our head and our

heart come together

at a long-sought

crossroads: where

the questions that

never fade meet the answers that never fail.

Breaks us open. Every question for life has a spiritual

dimension. We may assume that answering the question of

world hunger and suffering is only a physical matter, but that

would be a wrong assumption. This question first finds its

answer in a spiritual dimension, then the physical needs can

be addressed in practical action. The same is true for all other

questions for life; they each have a spiritual dimension.

The questions for life demand powerful answers  that

remain present, regardless of circumstance. The answers that

never fade literally open us up to the things of God. That is,

“Ownership of life begins

when our head and our

heart come together at a

long-sought crossroads:

where the questions that

never fade meet the

answers that never fail.”
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they lead us to find and apply his power and presence to the

very heart of our question. These answers don’t create

despair; they settle disputes. They don’t cause confusion;

they construct a viable contract between life and us.

Brings an outworking. Answering the questions for life

develops an internal faith expressed in our observable behav-

iors. In other words, when we own the answers that never

fail, our life takes on a meaning that others see and desire.

This outworking of faith is extremely practical. It influences

the choices we make, the words we speak, and the attitudes

we reflect in daily life. 

And this outworking can’t help but grow  a deep confi-

dence within us. When never-failing solutions calm our

internal struggles, we are able to move forward amidst seem-

ingly insurmountable odds. We can work in an environment

hostile to the things of Christ—and still live out our faith. We

are confident that, although those around us may reject us,

we are forever accepted by the One who matters most.

In these books I have refused to “re-heat” the old teach-

ings. Instead of serving leftovers, I’ve dished up biblical

answers that really do apply to the lives we live. These books

keep it real, and I’ve written them with you in mind. I’ve

used generous doses of humor and plenty of anecdotes (most

of which actually happened to me).

I’ve made scant reference to other Christian authors,

though, for a reason. In my attempt to make these books

fresh, I chose to keep them uncluttered by the thoughts of
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others. Instead, I try to communicate God’s thoughts from

the Bible straight to your heart.

You’ll notice that the title of each book forms a question.

The titles of each chapter also appear as questions. But the

content of each chapter answers that chapter’s question.

When read in their entirety, the chapters together answer the

big question posed by each book. 

You can read these books in any order; they each stand on

their own in dealing with a single topic. At the end of each

book you’ll find questions that I hope will encourage an

expanded discussion of the subject matter. Why not bring a

group of friends together to talk things through?

Although this book series began over lunch inside the

Beltway of Washington D.C., I am aware that we are all

bound together by the questions that never fade. As you read,

I hope you will find the answers that never fail. 

David Edwards

Summer, 2004
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